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CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION
Audio-visual aids have been granted a place in
education. It has now become recognized that they are
valuable means to bring about more effective teaching.
This recognition has been secured through the wide-spread
use of them by teachers in our schools in recent years.
More and more objective materials are becoming available.
However, the mere availability of these aids to learning
does not insure that they will be well used. Good use
depends upon a number of factors; availability of appro-
priate materials, discriminative selection, teacher
training, planning for use, method of presentation, and
means of evaluation.
One of these factors, the discriminative selection of
materials, is a problem that confronts every teacher. Those
who wish to make effective use of these teaching materials
will inquire as to what films are available and how they may
be obtained. Although discriminative selection of all
teaching materials is very important, this study will be
limited to the consideration of 16mm films for use in the
schools
.
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The Problem
:
In considering the selection of 16mm films for use in
the schools, the problem will be to:
1. Find out what criteria are used in selecting 16mm
films for use in the schools.
2. Ascertain the present practices in the selection of
16mm films for school use.
3. Find out what criteria are used primarily by
teachers in selecting 16mm films for use in the schools.
Importance of the Problem :
The importance of discriminative selection of educa-
tional films has long been recognized by authorities in this
field as a major factor contributing to their effective use.
Lemler^ writes quite strongly on this point when he states,
"Some factors contribute to the dilemna of the educator
who is conscientiously engaged in the task of selecting
films for his teaching program. He faces a mass of
picture material offered for school use, some of which
would positively degrade good teaching, much less supple-
ment or enrich it. He faces a multiplicity of film
sources and inadequate catalog descriptions. He cannot
benefit by the experience of other educators because
their judgments have not been compiled. He has no
choice but to screen materials, good and bad, to deter-
mine general merit and possible application to the local
curriculum.
"
£Brunstetter also shows the importance of careful selection
when he writes that,
MThe full potentialities of the medium depend upon the
careful selection of instructional films for local learn-
ing situations and upon their skillful use in the class-
room. "
===== M
1. Lemler, F.L.,A Critical valuation of Teaching Films/',
Education
,
58: 479-483, 1938.
2. Brunstetter, M.R ., "Selecting Educational Talking Pictures"
School Executives ' Magazine ,54:364-365,380, 1935.
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Discriminative selection of educational films is the
first step in planning for their most effective use.
The Procedure :
In order to determine the present day practices in the
selection of 16mm films for use in the schools, it was
thought necessary to:
1. Explore the literature in the field to determine what
criteria have been decided upon in the past.
2. Summarize the findings of the literature.
3. Investigate present practices by the use of a
questionnaire
.
4. Summarize the findings of the questionnaire.
5. Conclude from the findings of both investigations
what is an effective means that will help teachers intelli-
gently select educational films.
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CHAPTER II. 6
CRITERIA THAT HAVE BEEN SET UP IN THE PAST AS DETERMINED BY
THE LITERATURE
In exploring the literature in this field, it was found
1
that as early as 1926 Hollis recommends that,
"The ideal prerequisite to classroom film showing is for
the teacher to have an opportunity to see the film before
thee.children do, so she can select the parts for emphasis
or slight treatment, and frame her questions and follow-
up work accordingly...
In one system, reported to the author, the teachers
assemble at the beginning of the school year, and once
a month during the year at a designated time to view
the group of films for the coming months, synopses of
the films are distributed and as the pictures are reeled
off, the teachers have the opportunity of making any
notes they may desire.
A committee on visual instruction, one member for each
main subject of study, should be appointed to fit the
film course to the local textbooks and outlines, and to
help the teachers plan their work."
From this it is evident that the need for previewing
2films was early recognized. Devereux also warned against
the hasty selection of films when he wrote in 1933,
"If sound films are to render a maximum service in the
educational program of any community, their content,
treatment, and general quality must satisfy the require-
ments ?;hich operate in a local system. The policy of
purchasing only from a catalogue or after a casual pre-
view will tend to accumulate picture subjects which may
not be readily adjustable to local needs."
Devereux suggested that any advisory committee needed
some rating devise to objectively select films because he
thought that it was a task that required group judgment. He
suggested that the following standards be used:
1. Hollis, M.S., "Motion Pictures for Ins true tion
", Century Co.,
New York, 1926, pp. 11-12.
2. Devereux, Frederick L.,"The Educational Talking Picture",
University of Chicago Press, 1933, pp. 42-50.
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71. Objectives ... "analyse the objectives in terms of their
validity whether they deal with problems genuine to the
learner and whether they are acceptable for the grade
for which the picture has been designed...”
2. Content ... ”should be adapted to the objectives, to
representative course of study, and to medium itself.
All material of the picture must contribute to the
attainment of the objectives .... .free from propaganda
unless it is intended to present frankly a special point
of view which possesses educational value.”
3. Development of content.
4. Technical audio-visual elements.
5. Contribution to other curriculum materials.
6 . General effectiveness.
1 .
Similar standards were suggested by Dale in 1934. The
standards which he set up were:
”1. Do the films harmonize with the objectives of the
school? No satisfactory purchase of films can be made
until objectives have been carefully scrutinized. . .The
action material presented should be relatively unfamiliar
to the child and of such a nature that it cannot be
taught more effectively and economically by first-hand
contact with the object or event.
2.
Is the material in the film accurate?
3. Are the films satisfactory from a technical point of
view?
4. Will the films be satisfactorily understood by the
pupils?
5. The material in a film should fit the abilities of
the pupils for whom it is intended .. .One must however
carefully scrutinize the titles or the vocabulary .. to
see that they are not beyond the abilities of the child-
ren who are using them.. The general organization of the
film should be such that it tells the essential story in
simple, unified, coherent manner... No matter what type
of sequence is used, the film should give evidence of a
unified flow of events or activities.
1. Dale , Edgar , "Standards for the Selection of Classroom
Motion Pictures”, Thirteenth Yearbook , 1934
,
the National
Principals 1 Bulletin
,
13: 344- 348.
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6. Will the cost and the total number of showings
utilized make the films desirable investments?
7. Will the teacher use the films?"
Under the last topic he suggests,
"that in large measure the teachers who are to use
such films be given the opportunity to evaluate the
films before they are purchased. If films are
purchased only after rigid scrutiny of the adminis-
trative officer of the school and by the teachers
who are to use the films, we are certain that there
will be a much greater tendency for them to be used."
Today we are not so much concerned that they will be
used, but it is significant that Dale urged that they be
previewed by teachers and administrative officers.
Bruns tetter
1
also thinks that it is necessary for the
more effective use of films that they be well selected. He
states that the
"full potentialities of the medium depend upon the
careful selection of instructional films for local
learning situation and upon their skillful use in
the classroom .
"
His standards cover points similar to Dale's. They are:
"The content should relate directly to the course of
study, it should be presented in an interesting man-
ner, and it should be adapted to the child's level
of comprehension.. A comprehensive list of criteria
will cover both the technical and educational as-
pects of the instructional sound film.. The instruc-
tional background ought to be revealed by criteria
which expresses current educational thought . .Above
all, any standards set up for the audio-visual
medium should be thoroughly tested by experience
and classroom research. Approved standards
arranged as an appraisal form and applied impartial-
ly, will provide a rational basis for film selec-
tion. "
1 .Eruns tetter
,
M.R ., "Selecting Educational Talking Pictures",
School Executive's Magazine
,
54: 364-365,380, Aug. ,1935.
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9According to this same authority, the final rating of a
film should be the combined rating of several previewers,
and that they should determine how well a certain film fits
into the local curriculum. The form he quotes is one used
by producers of educational films to guide the production
and to evaluate the completed film. This is not recommended
to be used in its entirety, but rather as a suggested list
that local departments might use to develop their own stand-
ards .
The Bureau of Visual Instruction of the Indiana Univer-
sity Extension Division attempted to gather the opinions and
experiences of teachers who had used films. They carried on
an evaluation project to determine the general merit of a
particular film and how well it could be used for a specific
subject. Fifty teachers selected the items to be considered
from a list assembled from the literature on the subject.
The most important items were grouped under Film Objectives,
Film Content, Development of Content, and Technical Quality.
This form was then used to secure the evaluation data. The
judgments of 5,059 teachers were assembled , and the Bureau
also assembled the voluntary reports of teachers which had
been secured over a period of two years. These evaluations
were treated on a numerical basis. Of the 392 films evalu-
ated, 186 were rated excellent, 126 good, 55 fair, and 29
1 .
poor. The results indicated that,
i =___
1. Lemler, F.L., "A Critical Evaluation of Teaching Films",
Education 58: 479-483, Sept. 1938.
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"1. Items relating to film objectives and film content
were rated low. . .Teachers were especially consistent in
the belief that available teaching films not only included
extraneous materials but omitted other materials of
importance and significance.
2. More attention should be given to the social aspects
of existing courses of study.
3. Concentration of low rating around the items dealing
with appeals to attention, interest, and further activity
indicated needed improvement in methods of development
and organization.”
2
.
Doane, in summarizing the findings of experimental
studies of Educational Motion Pictures, lists the following
as desirable characteristics:
”1. Correlation with and integration into the usual course
of study for the subject and grade intended. This is at
once the most important and most commonly ignored.
2. Provision for future activity; challenging future
thought
.
3. The best possible degree of technical perfection.
4. In general, limiting the length to one reel at most.”
From the literature, he found that the characteristics
which constitute a good educational film are not backed by
3.
experiments but by,
"subjective opinion of individuals who have given much
study and thought to the subject backed by practical
experience and observation.”
After exploring the literature on the subject of evalu-
ation, it was his objective to compile a set of criteria
that would have two purposes:
2. Doane, Donald C.,”What Makes a Good Educational Film?”,
Educational Screen
,
15: 203-206, Sept. 1938.
3. Doane, Donald C., Ibid, Oct. -239-241.
aevi, o- t,do mlii o3 gniJ-Bloi .1”
.
. : . . .. r
‘
• tfo; o . , . cl ' ‘ TO I
.
:•"•
i n : -n ::3 V f '
.
.
...
. o
•
-
• i
‘
.
V jJtV lotOS T ,
s, ori id 3c .MVG-irtsi o. fcj.J eol ni
'
-
' :^tc in.
f-.j. 3:.h ;x o ::J. d3 - .'i t. .*.; ,'ai .onooC
: . !
' i'j ‘ • o.. ..
no i
.
'
'
. . ;;
.
.
80 iJ 3i"ifc>Jo .t v.ut • b/irjc • rJ
«
jt ;J ots J x I diiJ' moil
'
riour* r. vi
IsoiJ’os-r ^cf - >fo I Joa-, ;us >r.
.
: . -on In. '.'AO
-ulsva lo
'
. .o owJ v n clue* ?/:-A3
,
.
:
.
11
1 .
"1. To provide producers with a check list by which a
contemplated educational film can be judged, and to
provide a set of standards that may be incorporated into
the finished product.
2.
To provide distributing agencies with a check list to
judge a film which has already been produced, the acquisi-
tion of which is contemplated,’'
The check list is divided into three parts : Subject
Matter, Methods of Presentation, and Technical Makeup of
Film. There are a number of points to be considered under
each topic.
2 .
Deal emphasizes the aspect of use in considering the
selection of teaching materials, not only films but all teach
ing aids. He suggests the following as 'guiding principles'
in selecting teaching materials:
"l.The material should be selected for the sole purpose
of aiding in the achievement of the aims and objectives
of the course. Do not adjust the course to the materials.
2. The material should be presented so that it encour-
ages the pupil activity or inspires it and not in such a
way that it will be looked upon by the pupils as merely
entertainment.
3. Every item of material used should be accompanied by
a discussion of it.
4. Materials should be modern and they should be dis-
carded and replaced as frequently as is necessary to keep
them in conformity with changing times and conditions.
5. When it is possible, materials should be selected
that require pupils to co-operate in working out problems.
6. Materials must be accurate and true to the actual
principles or conditions they aim to illustrate.
7. Materials must not be depended upon to do the teach-
ing.
Read j* set up a program_-for_ the select ion of f ilms
1. Doane,Donald C., op.cit. Dec. 305-317.
2. Deal, Don. , "Criteria to be Used in Selection of Teaching
Mater ials ", The Balance Sheet , Jan. ,1941, 202-204.
3. Reed, Paul
,
rtThe Curriculum Clinic ", Educational Screen
,
25:
304-305, June, 1946.
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in his school system. He scanned numerous catalogues and
selected some sixty titles which were sent with brief des-
criptions to all the elementary schools for the teachers
judgments. They were to choose the films that best seemed
to correlate with their teaching needs. In this way, the
list was cut to forty-four films which were previewed by a
committee of six teachers, a first grade teacher, a second
grade teacher, and a third grade teacher, a teacher of special
class, and a supervising teacher. This is the form that they
1 .
used to select the films:
PREVIEW AND EVALUATION OF MOTION PICTURES
OF USE IN PRIMARY GRADES
From the films to be previewed we want to select the very
best in terms of their probable usefulness in primary grade
instruction. Those pictures that are rated highest by the
previewing committee will be acquired by the Eoard of Educa-
tion.
RATING Indicate your overall judgment of film as:
X an excellent film closely related to teaching
needs and one that will be continually useful.
G a good film, one that might be used, but generally
supplementary in nature
P a poor film, one that would have little or no value
in teaching
Will you please indicate the specific grade level for
which the film is best suited? Remember, We Are Not Evalua-
ting Motion Pictures as Motion Pictures, But as Materials
1. Reed, Paul, op. cit.
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13 .
for Achieving Curriculum Objectives.
Film Titles Grade Level Rating
He concludes that films should be previewed before they
1
are purchased.
"Previewing committees should consist of classroom
teachers, who know from first-hand experience what the
needs are... the best results can be achieved when many
films are reviewed intensively. Comparisons sharpen
judgments. We also believe that evaluation forms need
not be detailed and ponderous; that teachers can make
a dependable answer when asked, in effedt, *Is this a
motion picture which you could use advantageously in
your teaching?'
"
p
Hoban in discussing the evaluation of films for school
use writes,
"School films must fit into a curriculum; they must help
teach what the school is intended to teach. Many films
made for the theater do fit into the curriculum of the
school, and others may be edited so as to contribute to
the curriculum. But the films that are to serve the
curriculum best should be made exclusively for school
use, geared into the interests and abilities of children
of different grades and closely correlated with the
basic subjects and objectives of the school."
Summary :
From the literature, it would appear that educators
agree quite strongly, since a number of them emphasize
similar factors, on criteria that should be consulted in
selecting an educational film. The following is a list of
the points brought out in these score-cards:
1. Reed, Paul, Ibi d
.
2. Hoban, Charles F., "Focus on Learning", American Council on
Education, 1942, p.20.
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1. Technical Quality.. Does the film meet certain
standards in regard to photography, sound and lighting?
2. Correlation with School Objectives . .Does the film fit
the course of study?
3. Appropriateness . .Is the film appropriate for the
grade level in which it will be used?
4. Accuracy .. .Does it contain only authenticated
material?
5. Further Study..Does it stimulate or suggest related
activities on the part of the student?
6. Worthwhileness .. Is use of the film considered worth-
while in terms of time involved and money spent?
7. Problem s i tuat ions . .Does the film create problem
Situations?
8. Content.. Is there a unity of content with logical
sequence from one scene to the next?
9. Correlation with other mater ials . .Will the film
correlate with other curriculum materials?
10. General ef f ect iveness . .What 1 is the general effect of
the film as a whole?
11. Use..How can the film be most effectively used? As
introduction to unit, culmination of unit, or for review.
12. Other teaching aids.. Could other aids be used more
effectively?
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13. Up to date.. Is the material modern, up to date?
14. Replace the teacher . .Does the film attempt to
replace the teacher?
15. Study guide..Are there study guides available for
use with the film?
16. Titles. .In case of silent films, are the titles
brief and clear?
17. Propaganda .. Is it free from objectional material?
It is not expected that every film will fit all these
criteria, but perhaps the lack of several important factors
will be sufficient to warrant not using the film. The
importance in evaluating films is to give the teacher an
honest appraisal of the films she is interested in using.
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CHAPTER III.
lb.
DETERMINING PRESENT PRACTICES
Determining the present practices of the schools in
selecting films was stated as one of the purposes of this
study. It was decided by the writer, after studying the
problem, that these practices should be determined by the use
of a questionnaire sent to people who at the present time are
concerned with the task of selecting films for school use.
The objectives of this questionnaire were to:
1. Determine the present policy of the schools in
selecting films.
2. Determine whether the schools buy, rent, or both buy
and rent films.
3. Find out whether or not there are any significant
differences in the policies of the schools who buy, rent,
or both buy and rent films.
4. Determine by whom the films are selected.
5. Find out what factors are considered in selecting
f ilms
.
6. Find out what sources are consulted in selecting films.
7. Find out whether or not sponsored films are allowed
and if so whether there are any restrictions in regard to
their usage.
8. Determine whether or not records are kept of teachers’
evaluations after the films have been used.
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9.Find out how valuable present catalogues are considered as
an aid in selecting films.
10. Determine what difficulties are encountered in using films
The questionnaire consisted of items suggested by the
criteria as set up in the literature by authorities in the
field, and items considered by the writer as significant in
solving the problem.
Much thought was given to the choice of words and the
worthwhileness of the information requested. An effort was
made to keep the form simple, the meaning clear, and as object-
ive in nature as possible. In every instance the question was
followed by several possible answers, and provision was made
for additional comments in case the suggested responses did not
fit the recipient's specific situation. For the sake of
economy of time involved in filling out the questionnaire, it
was only necessary for the recipient to check either 'yes' or
'no', or his desired response.
A preliminary draft of the questionnaire was answered by a
group of students at Boston University who were members of a
claws in audio-visual education, many of whom were directors of
departments of audio-visual education or working in the field
part time. Their comments and suggestions were incorporated
in the final form of the questionnaire.
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It was then sent, with accompanying letter, to directors
of departments of audio-visual education and others who are
concerned with the selection of films for school use, since
they are the ones who would have the knowledge of how 16mm
films are being selected at the present time.
The mailing list was composed for the most part from a
list of members of the Educational Film Library Association
throughout the country. Ninety-four questionnaires were sent
out, and, as of March first, seventy-one were returned, a
75.5# return.
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
84 Exeter Street
BOSTON 16, MASSACHUSETTS
Division of Teaching Aids
December 30, 1946
To the Director:
How to select good educational films
is a real problem. I am making a study to
determine present practices in the selection
of 16mm films for use in the schools, and am
asking for suggestions as to how our present
practices may be improved.
Your cooperation is asked in the pro-
ject in filling out the enclosed questionnair
and returning it to me at your earliest con-
venience. All that is necessary is that you
check your responses to the questions in the
space provided or fill in additional comments
This survey is being made under the
direction of Dr. Abraham Krasker of Boston
University.
Your assistance in helping to solve this
problem will be greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
DORIS A. GROVES
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THE SELECTION OF 16MM FILMS
1. Do you buy, rent, or both buy and rent films?
a. buy b* rent c. both
2. If you buy, do you preview them before buying? Yes No_
3. If you rent, do you preview them before renting?Yes No_
4. By whom are your films selected?
the superintendent
a committee of teachers
the director of the visual-aids department
a supervisor
curriculum advisors
students
teacher of particular subject
(others -who)
5. Are any of the following items considered when selecting
f ilms?
material accurate, authentic
material appropriate to grade level
material up to date
photography good or poor
use of film will contribute to curriculum object-
ive
others
6.
When do you select films for school use?
at the beginning of the school year
a year in advance
a month in advance
when the need becomes known as the teaching pro-
gresses
others (times)
7.
What sources of information are consulted when films are
selected?
....
• I
.
tvei II .S
.
.
: 13 to io.Jce'iiL edJ
iiuL.lv. z wlvoi :uo
~
«t o t)^cTjj8 *iel jjo.1 Jtt; lo 'iodoasJ
(odv.- a'i3dJc)~
?,]. t
.*
.
.c j fi *! . •:•:$
lev .. aLa*: oj- ,>.tniT criqjs i* ‘ t -J- :-;a
S, 3 GU I«lT3<t.fc
3vi
?3bU loorloe tol smlil 3qel9B uoy ob nsrIF .8
U £> ’ i
sv.j nl ... .1 £
?»B3 ' nrs
-
TboJoelea
21
professional journals
"Educational Film Guide" by H.W.Wilson Company
textbooks
courses of study
word of mouth
__
bulletins of film libraries
_____
producers’ catalogues
recommendations of salesman
others
8. Do you allow the use of sponsored or commercial films?
yes no
_____
sometimes regulations
9. Do you buy all the films put out by a particular company?
yes no sometimes limitations
10. Is a record kept of teachers' comments after a film has
been used?
yes no
11. Do you find that catalogues lack the following information?
sufficient description
grade level specified
price listed
material well classified
silent or sound
date of production
producers
distributors
black and white, or colored
length in reels or minutes
sufficient titles
photographic quality
sound quality
others
12* What system of classification of films in catalogues do
you prefer?
the Dewey decimal
by titles of films alphabetically arranged
by subject matter and grade
others
13. Do you find the use of films worthwhile? yes no
a. If the answer is "yes", is it because:
they enrich the curriculum
they present material difficult to comprehend from
books
they show relationships of t ime , space , and motion
they show real life situations
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they vary the student's experiences
they are effective in introducing a new unit of
work
they develop desirable attitudes
they stimulate the student to do further work
they show elements of drama and emotion
they demonstrate good habits and skills
they made possible the bringing together of
objects, materials, and equipment difficult for
the teacher to assemble
other reasons
b. If the answer is "no"
,
is it because:
films are poorly graded
material does not fit the unit of work toeing
studied
the school is not equipped for using films
cost of using films is too high
material is out of date
films are not available at the right time
method of use is poor
other reasons
14. If your films are rented, what difficulties do you find
using them?
films are not available when you want them
films arrive too late for use
teachers find it difficult to plan their work
so far in advance
the cost of express is too great
equipment is not kept in repair
other reasons
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SUMMARY
Discovering whether or not there are significant differ-
ences in the policies of the schools who buy, rent, or both
buy and rent films was stated as one of the objectives of the
questionnaire. In order to find out these differences, the
returns were divided into three groups:
Group I those who only buy films.
Group II those who only rent films.
Group III those who both buy and rent films.
Although seventy-one questionnaires were returned, sixty-
seven were tabulated in the results. Two were not answered
by the recipients because they are not engaged in the task of
selecting 16mm films for use in the schools; one did not
indicate whether or not his films were bought or rented and
hence could not be tabulated; and one did not answer the
questionnaire objectively.
TABLE I
NUMBER OF DEPARTMENTS THAT BUY, RENT OR BOTH BUY AND RENT
Number Percentage
Buy 13 19.4
Rent 18 26.8
Both 36 53.7
Total 67 99.9
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TABLE II
NUMBER OF DEPARTMENTS THAT PREVIEW FILMS BEFORE EUYING
Group I Group III
Yes
Number
13
Percentage
100. Yes
Number
33
No 0 •oo No 1
Total 13 100. Total 34
Percentage
97.
3.
100 .
Totals of Groups I and III
Yes
No
Total
Number
46
1
47
Percentage
97.
3.
100 .
.
.
i '
'
I A.
- —
.
"
T5* J:- V\
. I .ro-
> 4 . ;
r rx . O
...
.
.
•> v. T
'
.T‘0*r^;
"t :
’
*
*
TABLE III
NUMBER OF DEPARTMENTS THAT PREVIEW FILMS BEFORE RENTING
Group II Group III
Yes
Number
4
Percentage
23. Yes
Number
12
Percentage
35.
No 13 76. No 22 64.
Total 17 99. Total 34 99.
Totals of Groups II and III
Number Percentage
Yes 16 31.
No 35 68.
Total 51 99.
The qualifying statement was made in several cases that
the films were previewed not before renting but before the
actual showing.
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TABLE IV
SHOWING WHO SELECTS THE FILMS USED IN THE SCHOOLS
Percentage of: Percentage
of:
Group I
The superintendent 7.6
Group II
0.0
Group
2.7
III Totals
2.9
A committee of teachers 69.2 11.1 66.6 52.2
Director of Visual-Aids
department
46.1 50.0 91.6 71.6
A supervisor 61.5 16.6 25.0 29.8
Curriculum advisors 15.3 00.0 36.1 22.3
Students 0.0 16.6 16.6 1.3
Teachers of particular
subject 23.0 94.4 61.1 62.6
Others who select films are: teaching supervisors,
committee of principals, librarian and staff, teachers
appointed part time upon recommendations of teachers and
supervisors, and several of those listed working together.
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TABLE V
ITEMS THAT ARE CONSIDERED IN SELECTING FILMS
Percent-
Percentages Of
• at?e of
Group I Gr .11 Gr .III ffotal
Material accurate, authentic 92.3 66.6 97.2 88.0
Material appropriate to grade level 84.6 83.3 97.2 91.0
Material up to date 84.6 72.2 94.4 86.5
photography good or poof 92.3 61.1 88.8 82.0
Use of film will contribute to 84.6 88.8 91.6 89.5
curriculum objectives
Other items considered are: length of film, availability
of content in other media, material appropriate to classroom
teaching, material useful and effective in classroom, cost,
printed literature, sound quality, future needs, speech, if
other technique used more effectively and economically and
continuity, audible sound and speech articulation.
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TABLE VI
WHEN FILMS ARE SELECTED
Percentage of: Percentage
of
:
Group I Gr. II Gr .III Total
At the beginning of the
school year
0.0 44.4 33.3 29.8
A year in advance 7.6 38.8 36.1 31.3
A month in advance 7.6 16.6 2.7 7.4
When the need becomes
known as the teaching
progresses
53.8 61.6 66.6 62.6
Other times that films are selected are: when budget
allows, when new materials become available, when needed,
when worthwhile films are available, three to five months in
advance, or in the previous May or April.
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TABLE VII
SOURCES THAT ARE CONSULTED WHEN FILMS ARE SELECTED
Percent-
Percentage of: age of
:
Group I Gr .11 Gr. Ill Total
Professional journals 100.0 72.2 83.3 83.5
"Educational Film Guide" 100.0 83.3 88.8 89.5
Textbooks 23.0 11.1 25.0 20.8
Courses of study 53.8 38.8 55.5 50.7
Word of mouth 38.4 27.7 47.2 40.2
Bulletins of film libraries 61.5 77.7 72.2 71.6
Producers* catalogues 100.0 83.3 27.7 56.7
Recommendations of salesmen 61.5 0.0 16.6 20.8
Other sources that are consulted are: Educational Film
Library Association evaluation sheets, trade journals, pre-
view at conferences, committee reports, and recommendations
of teachers.
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TABLE VIII
THE USE OF SPONSORED OR COMMERCIAL FILMS
Percentage of : Percentage Of
:
Yes
Group I
61.5
Group II
61.1
Group III
66.6
Total
64.1
No 7.6 00.0 00.0 1.4
Sometimes 23.0 38.8 30.5 31.3
Regulations 61.5 11.1 33.3 32.8
Regulations quoted were: only for entertainment, upon
being previewed, judged on merit, integration of material
with curriculum, permission of superintendent, if they meet
standards, if advertising is not too evident or objectionable,
a matter of teacher's judgment, if of educational value, if
they fit needs, and if there is no local competition.
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TABLE IX
IF ALL FILMS OF A PARTICULAR COMPANY ARE BOUGHT
Percentage of : Percentage of
Group I Group II Group III Total
Yes 7.6 00.0 2.7 2.9
No 92.3 72.0 94.4 88.0
Sometimes 00.0 oo.o 00.0 00.0
Limitations 7.6 00.0 8.3 5.9
Limitation cited was: upon preview
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TABLE X
RECORD OF TEACHERS' COMMENTS KEPT
Percentage Of
:
Group I Gr.II Gr.III
Yes 53.8 38.8 55.5
No 46.1 55.5 36.1
Although in many instances no
Percentage of:
Total
50.7
43.2
methodical record
is kept, comment is invited and recognized
.t
’
:
r •
,
i. <. . .
. .
. . *
.
* 1
<
’
:
-
TABLE XI
INFORMATION THAT CATALOGUES LACK
Sufficient description
Grade level spedified
Price listed
Material well classified
Silent or sound
Date of production
Producers
Distributors
Black and white, or colored
Length in reels or minutes
Sufficient titles
Photographic quality
Sound quality
Percentage
Group I
of:
Gr. II Gr .III Total
38.4 61.1 50.0 50.7
46.1 55.5 44.4 47.7
23.0 00.0 13.8 11.9
23.0 44.4 33.3 34.3
7.6 5.5 00.0 2.9
53.8 72.2 63.8 64.1
15.3 27.7 13.8 17.9
15.3 16.6 11.1 13.4
00.0 5.5 2.7 2.9
7.6 11.1 11.1 10.4
00.0 22.2 5.5 8.9
38.4 38.8 75.0 58.2
23.0 33.3 13.8 2.0
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TABLE XII
SYSTEM OF CATALOGUE CLASSIFICATION PREFERRED
Percentage
Percentage of: of:
Dewey decimal
Group I
23.0
Group II
16.6
Group III
41.6
Total
31.3
By titles of films
alphabetically arranged
30.7 22.2 38.8 32.8
By subject matter and
grade
69.2 7.7 61.1 67.1
Other systems preferred were: their numerical listing
by different types of teaching aids, an adaption of Dewey
decimal, if a large library, and with a page index of titles
arranged under subject headings related to the curriculum of
pupil interests.
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TABLE XIII
NUMBER OF THOSE WHO FOUND THE USE OF FILMS WORTHWHILE
Percentage of : Percentage of
Group I Gr
.
II Gr .III Total
Yes 100.00 100..00 100.00 31.3
No 00.00 00..00 5.00 2.9
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TABLE XIV
REASONS THE USE OF FILMS WAS FOUND WORTHWHILE
Percentage
Percentage of: of:
Group I Gr.II Gr .III Total
They enrich the curriculum 84.6 94.4 80.5 85.0
They present material dif-
ficult to comprehend from
books
84.6 88.8 88.8 88.0
They show relationships of
time, space, and motion
84.6 61.1 77.7 74.6
They show real life situations 76.9 50.0 77.7 70.1
They vary the student's exper-
iences
76.9 77 .7 75.0 76.1
They are effective in introduc-
ing a new unit of work
69.2 50.0 69.4 64.1
They develop desirable attitudes 69.2 22.2 61.1 52.2
They stimulate the student to do
further work
76.9 44.4 75.0 67.1
They show elements of drama
and emotion
53.8 38.8 58.3 52.2
They demonstrate good habits
and skills
84.6 38.8 63.8 61.1
They make possible the bringing 84.6 94.4 77.7 83.5
together of objects, materials
and equipment difficult for the
teacher to assemble
Other reasons the use of films was considered worthwhile
were: because they provide meaningful experiences upon which
meaningful verbal generalizations can be developed, and
excellent supplement to books.

TABLE XV
REASONS THE USE OF FILMS WAS NOT CONSIDERED WORTHWHILE
Percentage of: Percentage:
Group I Gr .11 Gr . Ill Total
Films are poorly graded 00.0 00.0 00.0 00.0
Material does not fit the
unit of work being studied
00.0 00.0 5.0 2.9
The school is not equipped
for using films
7.6 5.5 5.0 5.9
Cost of using films is too
high
00.0 00.0 00.0 00.0
Material is out of date 00.0 00.0 2.7 1.4
Films are not available
at the right time
7.6 16.6 2.7 7 .4
Method of use is poor 7.6 5.5 2.7 4.4
Other reasons the use of films was not considered
worthwhile were: cost of transportation too high..
All these factors contribute to poor utilization. They
are all problems but not sufficient to disregard their value.

TABLE XVI
DIFFICULTIES FOUND IN USING FILMS
Percentag
Percentage of: of:
Group I Gr.II Gr.III Total
Films not available
when wanted
23.0 77.7 80.5 68.6
Films arrive too
late for use
15.3 50.0 41 .6 38.8
Teachers find it difficult
to plan their work so far
in advance
23.0 50.0 61.1 50.7
The cost of express is
too great
0.0 27.7 19.4 17.9
Equipment is not kept
in repair
0.0 11.1 16.6 11.9
Other difficulties cited were: doesn't fit the actual
teaching schedule, poor films, disappointment when films
are received, inability to preview, content is not
indicated by the title, and the best films cost too much.
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A. INTERPRETATION OF DATA
After summarizing and studying the results of the
questionnaire, it seems to the writer that the following
conclusions might be drawn from this survey:
1. Most of the schools and audio-visual education
departments that were included in this survey, both buy and
rent 16mm films (53.7%)
,
few just buy films (19.4^), and
quite a few just rent films (26.850.
2. Almost in every case (97*0 where purchase is contem-
plated, the film is previewed before buying, but where rented,
only in 31^ of the cases are the films previewed before
renting. When the answer 'yes' was given to the question,
"Are the films previewed before being rented?”, it was
qualified with the s tatement , "if possible". In sixty-nine
percent of the cases, the people who only rent films were not
able to preview them. It is important to find a suitable
means for these people to make intelligent sellection of
f ilms
.
3. In most cases the selection of 16mm films is not the
task of one person alone, but involves the combined judgment
of several people - in most instances, the director of the
audio-visual aids department, a committee of teachers, or by
the individual teacher for the teaching of her particular
subject or grade. Selection by the individual teacher is
particularly true in departments where films are just rented.
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4. • All the items cited as factors important in select-
ing films were considered by the recipients to an almost equal
degree with emphasis on the contribution of the film to
achieving curriculum objectives, being appropriate to grade
level, and cost of purchase or rental. All people using
films whether buyer or renter considered all of the factors
in the selection of films of about equal importance. Those
who buy films generally preview them. The real problem is
for those who rent. How can they select films properly?
5. Films for the most part are selected when it becomes
evident that they will fill a particular need in the schools.
Selection is a continuous process carried on throughout the
year. In many cases it depends on the budget. They are
selected many months in advance of the date that they will be
used •
6. The ’'Educational Film Guide", professional Journals,
bulletins of film libraries, and producers’ catalogues are
the sources most frequently consulted in selecting films.
When films are rented, the bulletins of film libraries are
more often consulted than when they are purchases. Textbooks
and the recommendations of salesmen are the factors least
considered.
7. Although, on the whole, the use of sponsored or
commercial films is allowed, their use is regulated in half
of the schools. The regulation most frequently made is that
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the film be previewed before being shown, and that the
material be of an educational nature meeting the required
standards for all educational films.
8. In only two systems of those surveyed, are all the
films put out by a particular company purchased, these being
the Encyclopedia Britannica Films and the Vocational Guidance
Films. In other systems the films are previewed first.
9. As a rule, no formal file is kept on teachers*
comments after they have used a particular film. However, in
over half (34 our of 63) the schools, comment is invited and
mental note taken of the evaluation.
10. Catalogues are particularly lacking in the following
information: date of production, photographic quality, sound
quality, sufficient descriptions, and grade level specifica-
tions. These same factors were cited most frequently by all
three groups.
11. The catalogue system of classification most pre-
ferred (45 out of 88) is by subject matter and grade. This
preference was made by all groups. Fifteen responded that
they desire a combination of two systems, by subject matter
and grade, and titles alphabetically arranged, and the two
cross-indexed. Large systems seem to prefer the Dewey Deci-
mal system for reference.
12. All but two of the schools found the use of films
worthwhile, but they modified their statement by saying,
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13* All the items suggested as possible reasons why the
use of films might be considered worthwhile were given almost
equal emphasis by all three groups. The most cited reasons
were: they present material difficult to comprehend from
books, they enrich the curriculum, they make possible the
bringing together of objects, materials, and equipment
difficult for the teabher to assemble, they vary the students'
experiences, and they show the relationships of time, space,
and motion.
14. Why the use of films was not considered worthwhile
is primarily because the films are not available at the
right time. All the factors cited were considered problems
involved in their use but not of sufficient importance to
disregard their value.
15. The most prominent difficulty found in using films
was that they were not available when needed. This reason
was given by Groups II and III. Another difficulty was the
fact that teachers find it difficult to plan for use of the
films so far in advance.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS
What inference can be drawn from the findings of the
questionnaire and from the literature? It seems to the writer
that it is evident that there are several factors that have
been brought out in both these sources. Educators look for
the following points when selecting 16mm films. They wish
the film to make a contribution to the objectives of the cur-
riculum, -to fill a need. They expect the material presented
to be authentic, and to be accurate. They expect the film to
be appropriate to the grade level with which they are con-
cerned. They expect the film to meet with certain technical
standards, not necessarily such high standards as an expensive
Hollywood production, but of reasonable photographic and
sound quality. Lastly, they expect the cost of purchasing or
renting to be within a price range they are able to afford.
With these criteria in mind, how can the director of the
audio-visual department or the individual teacher select the
best films for use in their schools or classes? The best
answer appears to be, preview the film. A number of the auth-
orities in this field, as seen from the literature, urge that
all films be previewed before being bought or rented. But is
this plan feasible? Evidently, since 97# of Group I (those
who only buy films) do preview films, they are- able to meet
with this requirement. Perhaps this is so because some film
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companies hage a plan whereby films may be secured for
screening when purchase is contemplated. When a film is
being rented, however, the case is quite different. Sixty-
nine percent of those who just rent films responded that they
do not preview the films before renting. The real issue is
how to help the large group who only rent films in their
selection of suitable films. This service paper recommends
that one of the very important means for the selection of
films is the availability of a good film catalogue. The
writer offers a number of suggestions that will help to make
up such an ideal catalogue. Teachers and others concerned
with the selection of educational films need some source of
reference that will give them the information that they wish
when considering purchasing or renting a film. The most
used sources are the film catalogues. But for the most part,
these are not adequate.
.'
•
>•
.
,
::i.: ' .
>
,
'
.
.
.
' i ;
•
• V
«
.
-
•
' '
- / 1 ; j
.
(t
CRITICISMS OF PRESENT CATALOGUES
AND SUGGESTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED
IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRESENT
CATALOGUES
Reed 1 points out that, "existing film descriptions
and evaluations can at best be only a guide to selection
and cannot be depended upon for final judgment." The
results of the questionnaire showed that catalogues are
inadequate in supplying the following information: date
of production, technical quality, grade level specifica-
tion, and sufficient description of contents.
1.
The writer found in examining catalogues that only
two gave the date of production. One of the two was a
catalogue of documentary films only. Some may consider
this bit of information not too important, especially in
a particular subject field. However, the effect that
dress appearance of characters may have on the audience
is a factor that was said to be considered by one of
the respondents in selecting films.
2. Commercial catalogues fall down particularly in
giving any information as to technical quality of the
films. One firm had a rating for each film but none of
the films were given a below par rating, and most were
rated good. All of their ratings were their own.
1. Reed, Paul , "The Curriculum Clinic", The Educational
Screen 25: pp. 304, 305, 1946.
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3. Grade level specification was one factor that was
found to be particularly lacking. Films are recommended
for a very wide range of grades. As one person commented,
•'Usually not sufficiently restricted.” In one catalogue
examined, 17 out of 25 films, listed on one page were
recommended as being appropriate anywhere from the elementary
grades through to the adult level. This raises the question,
could the film possibly be of interest and contain suitable
vocabulary for such a divergent audience? One catalogue
made a very honest statement in regard to cartoons, saying,
"Many cartoons are also usable for primary grade story
periods, but should be selected by educational film buyers
only on the basis of personal screening." The same catalogue
also stated in regard to the -use of foreign language films
that, "with one exception the following films, with foreign
language narration, are useful only to accustom the ear of
the student to the sound of the language being studied."
Such honest, straight-forward evaluations are of immeasur-
able value to the teacher or director selecting films.
4. Descriptions of content are apt to be meager, too
often with only such terse statements as, "food productiv-
ity - relation to soil', or in very glowing terms as, "A
superior film for the glorification of the accomplishments
of the American soldier'.
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5. The following is an example of a good description of
content of a film for the primary grades, "The Bus Driver-The
work of long distance bus drivers is shown in the story of a
cross country trip made by a boy. The bus driver's duties as
he meets driving hazards, serves passengers, and keeps the
bus in condition are shown. The activities of a bus terminal
and typical experiences of a long bus journey are pictured."
Teachers need to know if the material covered in the films
will correlate with the subject matter being studied, whether
it will supplement the teaching, or emphasize the material.
Thirty-four out of sixty-seven responded that insufficient
description was one of the factors that most catalogues lack.
6. Classification of material was another item high on the
list of information found lacking. It is difficult to class
some films as being suitable for a particular subject since
some might be used by a variety of classes. A film on sports
might be used in physical education to show specific skills
in the art classes to show rhythm of movement. One cata-
logue showed the specific field or grade that each film was
produced for and also related fields in which the same film
might be used.
7. In catalogues other than those put out by producers of
educational films, those selecting films wish to know who has
produced the picture. Renters need to know who are the distrib-
utors of the various films so that they will have the neces-
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sary information as to where and how the selected films may
he secured.
8. The price of purchasing or renting is required and in
almost every case this information was given in the catalogue.
Most schools run on a budget and therefore price is a major
consideration.
9. Knowledge as to the length of a film is important in
planning for its use. Primary teachers would be particularly
anxious that this information be given since the attention
span of their pupils would be shorter than that of upper
grade students. The question in regard to length of films
as set up in the questionnaire should have asked for more
definite information by dividing the question into two items.
One in respedt to reels and the other in respect to minutes.
10. Titles need to be specific although this item was not
found to be particularly neglected. Such titles as "Our Gov-
ernment", do not give any specific information as to just
what material is covered. A description of content is needed.
Even with detailed descriptions of content, the more specific
the title the more significance it has for the teacher. One
comment was added to the effect that , "content of film often
not suggested by the title".
11. In classifying the films, many preferred the Dewey
Decimal system when there is a large film library , especially
for reference. The system most preferred was one in which tte
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material was both classified as to subject matter and grade
and by titles of films alphabetically arranged. Some re-
quested that they be cross-indexed.
12. Information as to whether the film is silent or sound,
and whether in black and white or color, is wanted and in
most cases is given.
13. Other information which some people requested was the
candition of the film. This would be particularly helpful to
anyone renting a film. Receiving worn out film is a problem
for those who rent them. As one renter stated, "You pay the
same and plan the same for this useless picture."
14. A number of those who answered the questionnaire men-
tioned the Educational Film Library Association emulation
sheets as being excellent aids in the selection of films.
These evaluations are issued periodically and give informa-
tion on each film as to title, date of production, purchase
source, synopsis, major purpose for which film could be used,
rating, an all over objective evaluation and other pertinent
information.
15. The matter of a teacher's guide for use with each film
was not included in the questionnaire, but these are of
great value to the teacher in planning for the effective use
of a film. It should give a detailed account of the contents
suggestions for using the film, supplementary materials, and
means of evaluation.
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The main conclusion to be drawn from this study is that
in order to have discriminative selection of educational
films, provisions should be made for directors of audio-visual
departments, teachers, and others concerned with selecting
films for school use to preview them before purchasing or
renting. However, since this is not always possible to ac-
complish, an adequate catalogue which could be a guide to the
discriminative selection of films should be made available.
Such a catalogue should include the following items: specific
titles, detailed information as to content, appropriateness
as to grade level, correlation with other materials and sub-
ject matter, technical quality, date of production, producer,
distributors, cost of purchase or rental, length in reels and
minutes, and objective evaluation.
Since previewing before renting is not practical, most
users must make their selections by catalogue descriptions.
Therefore, there is a great need for an ideal catalogue to
aid those who must of necessity use them as a guide in
selecting 16mm films for school use.
IV
'
•
:J •• ; ,
.
.
:
,
<
, . .
0 1 ,
’
' :
*
BIBLIOGRAPHY
A. Books and Periodicals
Aughinbaugh, B.A., "16mm Exchange Practices", Film & Radio Guide
12: 9 - 10, Jan. ,1946.
Brunstetter, M.R. , "Selecting Educational Talking Pictures",
School Executives 1 Magazine , 54: 364 -365, 380, Aug. ,1935.
Corey, Stephen M. "Sponsored Films for Schools", Film & Radio
Guide
,
12: 12 -15, April, 1946.
Brown, H. Emmett , "Motion Picture and Lantern Slides for Ele-
mentary Visual Education", The Lincoln School of Teachers Col-
lege, 1931.
Deal, Don T. "Criteria to be Used in the Selection of Teaching
Materials", The Balance Sheet ,-22: 202-204, Jan., 1941.
Devereaux, Frederick L."The Educational Talking Picture",
University of Chicago Press, 1933.
Ddane, Donald C."What Makes a Good Educational Film"
.
Education-
al Screen ,15: 203-206, Sept, Oct ., Nov. , and Dec., 1936.
Hoban, Charles F., "Focus on Learning", American Council on
Education, 1942.
Hollis, M.S., "Motion Pictures of Instruction", The Century Co.,
1926.
Knight, J.D.,"The Battle of Free Films", Film & Radio Guide ,
11: 7-8, April, 1946.
Lemler, F.L.,"A Critical Evaluation of Teaching Films", Educa -
tion
,
58: 479-483, April, 1938.
Noel, E.G., and Noel, F.W. , "Looking Ahead Twenty-Five Years
in Audio-Visual Education", Educational Screen, 25: 67-79,
Feb. ,1946.
Reed, Paul C.,"The Curriculum Clinic", Educational Screen
,
25:
304- 305, June, 1946.
Dale, Edgar , "Standards for the Selection of Classroom Motion
Pictures
", Thirteenth Yearbook, The National Elementary Princi-
pals Bulletin of the Department of Elementary School Principals
13: 344-348, June, 1934.
Boston Unfversiti
.chooi of Educfc
4
Library
Ic
.
» ...
•c.:-, . t . : ;X,, - ;
t
'
-
- t • d~ t
.
.
.
,
.
anocjC*
.M n*dcs3
,
I : T; a . -
•
' :
•
.
,
,
• i -
t .
.
*
.
«
•
X
.
•
«
bool
» •
‘
5
, • < . .
,
L moG
: i
all
t n icf < :
t
i.oii oMM « .c.: r
• to
-f. '
, . .
,
•
...
« i! , -
•
...
:
-’•'.tm T i ;9ri/ pnitfoo *"
:
•
•
.
.
-
• t
.
N
"
, . ,
•
,,
. s*ex t ©hl'T -eos
'
•
.
.
9
-
,
National Education Association, Department of Elementary School
Principals, Thirteenth Yearbook, 13: 344-348, June, 1934.
"A Suggested Policy as to Free Films ", -formulated at the Michi-
gan Audio-Visual Conference, April 6, 1946, quoted in Film &
Radio Guide
,
12: 49, April, 1946.
B. Catalogues Studied
A Catalog of Documentary Film and Their Makers Living Film
Association of Documentary Film Producers Inc. 1940.
"Classroom Films”, Encyclopedia Britannica Films
"Coronet Instructional Films Catalog", 1945.
"Eastin Film Guidebook to Instructional Films", 1947.
"Educational Film Guide", H.W. Wilson Co., 1946.
Educational Film Library Assoc., Inc. Evaluation, 1946.
"Film Sound Library" Bell and Howell
"Instructional Motion Picture Films", Bureau ofVisual Instruc-
tion, Chicago Public Schools, 1946.
16mm Classroom Teaching Films Catalog, 1946-47 DeVry Corpora-
tion
School List Catalog Films Incorporated, 1946-47
"Selected Educational Motion Pictures" American Council on Edu-
cation, 1942.
» • t e
v
.
,
.
•
,
‘
:
*
,
•
.
.
.
«
.
. :
•
• t <
.
53 .
1 .
PROPOSED STANDARDS FOR EVALUATING INSTRUCTIONAL FILMS
General Standard: Does the film, in a satisfying and economical
manner, effect learning that is worthwhile?
More in Detail
1. Does the film appeal to socially approved native interests?
Elements involved: personification, human beings, animals,
young things; mysterious, novel, familiar , sensational behavior;
hero worship, struggle and success, etc. Things that attract
human attention readily (20)
2. Does the film create a problem in the observer? Main prob-
lem - vital, gripping, interesting, whetting curiosity, stir-
ring emotions, etc. Subordinate problems- complicating, rele-
vant to, and building up the main problem. Solution- satisfac-
tion the solution of the subordinate problems, suspense, climax
and a solution of the main problem that leads to further mental
activity (20)
3. Specific learning effected. Picture memories. Facts, ideas,
concepts in the form of a hierarchy of meanings. Suggestion
for improving skills. Insights, appreciation, changes in atti-
tudes and ideals, etc. All this specific learning with its
implications for general learning should enrich and support
the main idea learned in Standard 2 (20)
4. Social Values. Is the topic depicted or illuminated worth
a place in the school curriculum? Is the picture worth show-
ing, considering the pupils' time? Expense involved? Does it
give the pupil a desire to grow mentally and morally? Fan in
him the ambition to achieve true success? Engender in him
ideals of service to humanity? (20)
5. Mechanics. Is the photography good? Is the arrangement of
the continuity the best in its emphasis? Is the duration of
scenes sufficient for comprehension? Are the captions brief,
clever, true? Is there a scientific word-picture balance? Is
there an all-around approach to artistic perfection in matters
pertaining to quality? (20)
Directions for use of the score card; Immediately after
seeing the film, reflect in solitude upon its merits in the
light of each of the foregoing standards. Assign scores rang-
1. Brown, H.Emmett, "Motion Pictures and Lantern Slides for Ele-
mentary Visual Education”, The Lincoln School of Teachers Col-
lege, 1931.
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1 .
Appraisal Form for Educational Talking Pictures
Title of Picture Series
Number of Reels
16mm or 35mm
Price
Producer Distributor
Grade Placement
Supplementary Printed Materials
Name of Rater Date
Instructions
:
Study the appraisal items and become familiar with the
standards on which they are based. Analyse any supplementary
materials, such as teachers manual, which are available for the
picture to be rated. Then review the picture at least twice
before beginning the rating.
In using this form, place on each dotted line the
numerical rating which you feel is most appropriate. Circle
any items which obviously do not apply to the picture under
consideration. After rating all items in a section, give a
composite rating to the section itself. When values have been
assigned to all the sections, the general rating is derived
from the summary at the end of the form.
The rating scale is as follows: l,Excellent;2,Good;
3, Fair; 4, Poor; 5, Objectionable. The scale may be extended
by using plus and minus signs.
I. Objectives of the Picture
A. Clearness
B. Validity
C. Scope
II. Content of the Picture (Both visual and Auditory Elements)
A. Appropriateness
B. Accuracy of Content
C. Thoroughness of Content
1 .Bruns tetter?
,
M.R.
,
"Selecting Educational Talking Pictures",
School Executives Magazine, 54: 364-365,380, 1935*
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III. Development of Content
A
.
Development for Unity
B Development for Understanding
C.Development for Emphasis
IV. Technical Audio-Visual Elements
A. Treatment of Pictorial Materials
B. Treatment of Sound Material
C .Cast
V. Contribution to Other Curriculum Materials
A. Contribution to the Same Field
B. Contribution to Related Fields
VI. Overview of Queral Effectiveness
A. Educational Values
B. Artistic Values
Summary -
List here the rating which has been given each section
General Rating -
(In assigning a general rating, consider what you think is
the relative importance of major section above.)
Brunstetter ,M.R. , "Selecting Educational Talking Pictures",
School Executives Magadne, 54: 364- 365,380,1935.
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1 .
EVALUATION FORM
FILM OBJECTIVES Yes No Rating
1. Does the film have obvious objectives?
2. Are the film objectives in keeping with teaching aims at
the particular level?
3. Are the objectives sufficiently limited to permit adequate
treatment?
FILM CONTENT
1. Is the film content accurate?
2. Is the film content adapted to modern courses of study?
3. Does the content appeal to student interests at the intended
level?
4. Does the film include only the important, significant, and
pertinent materials necessary for proper understanding and the
attainment of objectives?
5* Does the subject demand action and movement for effective
treatment?
6. Are the sub-titles brief?
7. Does the film have a good study guide?
8. Is the subject one which cannot be presented as well by the
use of other visual aids?
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONTENT
1. Are ideas introduced in order of best learning?
2. Is the film so organized as to challenge attention and
interest?
3. Does the presentation challenge further activity?
4. Is the film a unified presentation?
5. Is sufficient emphasis given major ideas?
6. Does the film attempt to supplement rather than replace
1* Lemler, F.L.,"A Critical Evaluation of Teaching Films",
Education 58: 479- 483, 1938.
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the teacher?
7. Does the presentation insure understanding?
TECHNICAL QUALITY
1. Are pictures sharp and clear?
2. Is the film steady?
3. If the film is a sound film, is the sound reproduction clear
and undistorted?
4. Is the pictorial composition in each scene pleasing?
5. If there is acting in the film, is it genuinely good acting?
Rating: Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor*
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TEACHER PREVIEW JUDGMENT
Title of Film Silent? Sound?
Source of Film Name of Teacher
School Date
Rating Grade Course Unit
I. What educational purposes can this motion picture a®ist the
teacher to achieve?
1 .
2 .
3.
4.
II. What are the strong points of this motion picture?
III. What are the weak points of this motion picture?
IV. What changes in the motion picture do you suggest?
V. Is this film one which predominantly
1.Raises questions? Comments:
2.Answers questions?
3.Does both about equally?
4.Does neither?
VI. What is your judgment of the film as a whole?
1.Excellent 4. Poor
2. Good 5. Useless
3.Fair
VII. From the standpoint of classroom procedure where would you
use this picture in a unit?
1. To introduce Comments
2. To present material during unit
3. To summarize
VIII. How much, if any, preparation will be needed?
l.On the teacher's part? 2. On the students' part?
l.Hoban, Charles F.Jr ., "Focus on Learning", American Council on
Education, 1942, p.170.
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IX. Photography rating
1 . 2 • 3 . 4 • 5 .
X. Sound or title rating
1 . 2 , 3 . 4 . 5 •
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1.
CHECK LIST
SUBJECT MATTER:
1. Is the subject one which oannot be presented equally as ef-
fectively or more effectively otherwise in the usual classroom
with usual equipment?
6 . If it presents a demonstration, is it one which cannot
be given well by the teacher?
b. Does the subject demand action and motion for effective
presentation?
c. Does not have an over-abundance of still pictures? . ...
d. Does not have an over-abundance of titles?
e. Does not present material so familiar to pupils that it
need only be referred to by the teacher?
2. Is it produced with definite reference to the usual curricu-
lum?
a. Is the subject given considerable emphasis in the
schools for which it is intended?
b. Is the material chosen to illustrate the subject worthy
of a place in the curriculum? (Unworthy material, it must be
remembered, crowds out worthy material in the crowded curricu-
lum. It is a question of relative values.)
c. Is the material so arranged( if it presents more than
a detailed study of a single item) that it may be integrated
into the usual curriculum?
l.Doane,Donald C. MWhat Makes a Good Educational Film? ".Educa-
tional Screen, 15: 306-307, Dec., 1936.
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METHOD OF PRESENTATION:
1. Is the content sufficiently limited as not to leave the
pupil bewildered or bored? Not too expressive?
a. Details not confused after viewing?
b. Film not so long or slow that the attention of the
pupil is apt to lag?
2. Is it interestingly presented?
a. Does not generally appear boring?
b. Does not fail to compel your interest?
3. Is it psychologically adapted to the pupils for whom it is
intended?
a. Not over their heads or too childish for them?
b. Is the child's point of view considered?
4. Does it present a challenge to further activity on the part
of the pupil rather than leave him passive?(Not necessary when
purpose is to provide a concrete example, rather than to in-
struct).
5. If it attempts to present general ideas or conceptions or
to create attitudes, does it genuinely do this to the observer
with technique comparable to that of the present day theatrical
product?
6. Does it attempt to supplement rather than replace the teach-
er?
7. If more than a detailed study of a single item, is there a
definite sequence instead of a collection of disconn; ected
1 v if C36* : o r 3 ;
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scenes? (Geography films)
a. Is there a main theme to which others are subordinated?
b. As themes change are the transitional sequences rather
than abrupt changes?
c. No remotely related subject matter added to complete
the reel? Appear padded? . .
8. Is the subject matter accurate?
X* 1^ & sound picture, is the sound an integral part of
the scenes, not merely an accompanying lecture?
TECHNICAL MAKE -UP:
1. Is the film technically well produced? Compare it with
the standards you demand in theaters.
a.Good photography - focus, lighting, etc.?
b. Genuinely good acting?
c. Sets and equipment not amateurish?
d.Are there varying camera angles and focal lenghts to
relieve monotony?
e.Are important scenes repeated from various angles and
provided with "close-ups"?
f. Are important scenes given more time than minor scenes
for emphasis?
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PREVIEW AND EVALUATION OF MOTION PICTURES FOR USE IN PRIMARY
1 .
GRADES
From the film to be previewed, we want to select the very best
in terms of their probably usefulness in primary grade instruc-
tion. Those pictures that are rated highest by the previewing
committee will be acquired by the Board of Education.
RATING: (Indicate your overall judgment of the film)as
X an excellent film, closely related to teaching
needs, and one that will be continually useful.
G a good film,' one that might be used, but gener-
ally supplementary in nature.
P a poor film, one that would have little or no
value in teaching.
Will you please indicate the specific grade level for which
the film is best suited?
Remember, We are Not Evaluating Motion Pictures as Motion
Pictures, But as Materials for Achieving Curriculum Objectives.
Film Title Grade Level Rating
1. Reed, Paul C."Seledting Films to Meet Curriculum Objectives"
Educational Screen, 25: 304-305, 1946.
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR DETERMINING EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF SPONSORED
1 .
AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
a. To what degree do the objectives of the material harmonize
with the educational objectives of the school?
b. Is the material:
1. Accurate and authentic in fact?
2. Representative in its selection of the facts?
3. Truthful and sincere in treatment?
c. Does the material present general understandings, facts,
processes or methods, or does it present a particular point
of view or promote a specific brand,
d. To what extent is the material sound in terms of philosophy?
e. To what extent is the material significant in the sense
that it promotes an educational program better than any
other material generally available at the time?
f. Ib the material adapted to the needs, interests, and matur-
ity level of the students who will use it?
g. To what extent is the sponsor's relationship to the material
clearly known and acceptably stated?
Suggested scale for rating audio-visual material with respect
to the emphasis on the sponsor's special interests:
a. Materials dealing with a general field of accepted educa-
tional values, without reference to any specific make or
product, with a single statement of sponsorship.
b. Materials where the sponsor's interest is shown as an inte
gral part of the material^ without emphasis on a specific
brand or trade name.
c. Materials with a product exclusive to one company, but
without reference to a trade name or slogans.
j
d. Materials making direct reference, either pictorial or in
text, to a specific product.
e. Materials making repeated reference to a specific product
1 . "A Suggested Policy as to Free Films "-formulated at the
Michigan Audio-Visual Conference, April, 1946.- Film & Radio
Guide
,
12: 49, April, 1946.
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to a point where the product is the focal point of the material.
f. Materials emphasizing distortion of facts.
g. Materials with purposeful misdirection of conclusions.
.
EDUCATIONAL FILM LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC
.
LENGTH REELS MINUTES
DATE OF PRODUCTION
FILM TITLE
SUBJECT MATTER FIELD
PRODUCER
PURCHASE SOURCES
So. Si. B&W Color SALE PRICE RENTAL FREE
EVALUATION INSTITUTION DATE OF EVALUATION
NAMES AND TITLES OF EVALUATORS
SYNOPSIS:
1. Major purposes for which film could he used low high
1. 1-2-3 4-5
2 .
3.
2. Level for above purposes .-primary -elementary- junior high-
senior high- college-adult-
3. Sound: Poor Fair Good Excellent
Photography: Poor Fair Good Excellent
4. Special strengths or weaknesses
5. Your general extimate of value of film: Poor Fair Good
Excellent
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1 1719 0255 5398
Service paper
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